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Executive Summary

This study provides an overview of the current state of Jordan’s creative industries in terms
of labor supply and demand, with particular attention to skill gaps, employment imbalances,
and the relevance of training outputs to labor market needs. It examines workforce data,
training programs, and employer requirements to assess the supply of qualified human

resources and identify areas where workforce development is most needed.

The findings indicate that approximately 4,889 individuals are employed in the creative
industries, with 3,658 males (74.8%) and 1,231 females (25.2%), highlighting a significant
gender gap. Moreover, the majority of workers are over the age of 24 (84.2%, or 4,118
persons), compared to only 15.8% (771 persons) aged 15-24. This suggests a lack of

employment opportunities for young graduates in this important sector.

Regarding supply and demand dynamics across professions, the study reveals numerical
gaps and mismatches in specialization. For example, a job posting for a "Graphic Designer"
might receive 1,833 applications for just 62 available positions—an oversupply of 96.6%. In
contrast, there is a notable shortage in roles such as "Sound Engineer" (12 available vs. 83
needed), "Camera Operator" (36 VS. 78), 'News Editor," 'Scriptwriter,” and 'Animation
Programmer." These professions are vital for the growth of media and cultural industries but

are rarely, if ever, included in vocational and technical education curricula.

From a technical standpoint, the study highlights clear evidence of skill shortages in key
areas. Current training programs cover only a limited subset of the skills actually needed by
employers. For instance, while 97 employers seek candidates with the ability to “speak clearly
and engagingly,” only five trainees possess this skill—a 92% gap. No training modules were
found for other critical skills such as “dance technique,” “news bulletin preparation,” “musician
management,” and “visual effects programming,” suggesting that current training policies are

misaligned with the growing demands of the creative sector.

Further analysis reveals that over 60% of the skills in demand are not included in existing
training programs, while many of the skills being taught are not sought by the market. This
misalignment contributes to high unemployment rates, inefficient use of resources, and wasted

investment in training and human capital.



The study also finds that current training programs are too narrow and fragmented to meet
the needs of priority professions or the real demands of the labor market. Entire job
categories—such as “dancer,” “broadcast director,” and “wardrobe supervisor—are
completely absent from vocational offerings, despite being recognized by industry

stakeholders as high—demand roles.

Another issue identified is the low participation of women in the workforce. Women
constitute only one quarter of employees in the creative industries, even though certain
creative and cultural occupations could attract more female participation—particularly if
gender—sensitive training programs and inclusive capacity-building initiatives were

implemented.

Based on these findings, the study concludes that Jordan’s creative industries suffer from
both quantitative and qualitative deficiencies—in disciplines, skills, and training. Addressing
these issues requires urgent institutional action to reconfigure the relationship between
technical and vocational education and the labor market. It is critical to develop a strategic

plan to align educational outputs with actual job opportunities and production needs.

The study recommends adopting flexible and responsive training policies that can adapt to
rapid changes in the sector. These policies should closely link education and training
programs with real market demands and strengthen collaboration through public—private
partnerships, sectoral skills councils, and cultural and media institutions. Such approaches
will help align labor supply with market demand and ensure the effective utilization of human

resources in Jordan’s creative sectors.
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